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Welcome 
 
 

Hymn 
O worship the King 

(Children leave for Sunday School, Youth Group, and Crèche during this hymn) 
 

  

Robert Grant (1799-1838) based on Psalm 104. CCLI Licence No. 1891688 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

1 O worship the King  
all glorious above; 
O gratefully sing 

his pow’r and his love: 
our shield and defender, 

the Ancient of Days 
pavillioned in splendour 
and girded with praise. 

  
2 O tell of his might, 
O sing of his grace, 

whose robe is the light, 
whose canopy space; 
his chariots of wrath  

the deep-thunderclouds form, 
and dark is his path 

on the wings of the storm. 
 

3 Frail children of dust, 
and feeble as frail. 

in thee do we trust, 
nor find thee to fail; 

thy mercies how tender, 
how firm to the end! 
Our maker, defender, 
redeemer, and friend. 

   
4 O measureless might, 

ineffable love, 
while angels delight 
to hymn thee above, 
thy humble creation,  

though feeble their lays, 
with true adoration 

shall sing to thy praise. 
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Sentence of Scripture 

 
 

Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts be open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 

Summary of the Commandments with Response 
 

Choir: Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy, 
All: Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy. 

Choir: Christ have mercy, Christ have mercy, 
All: Christ have mercy, Christ have mercy. 
Choir: Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy, 
All: Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy. 

 
James MacMillan; CCLI Licence No. 1891688 

 

 
Collect for the Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

Almighty and everlasting God, who dost govern all things in heaven and earth: 
Mercifully hear the supplications of thy people, and grant us thy peace all the 
days of our life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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Epistle: Exodus 24: 1-2, 9-18  
 

1 Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Come up to the Lord, you and Aaron, Nadab and 
Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel. You are to worship at a distance, 2 but 
Moses alone is to approach the Lord; the others must not come near. And the 
people may not come up with him.’  
 

*** 
9 Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy elders of Israel went 
up 10 and saw the God of Israel. Under his feet was something like a pavement 
made of lapis lazuli, as bright blue as the sky. 11 But God did not raise his hand 
against these leaders of the Israelites; they saw God, and they ate and drank. 

12 The Lord said to Moses, ‘Come up to me on the mountain and stay here, and I 
will give you the tablets of stone with the law and commandments I have written 
for their instruction.’ 

13 Then Moses set out with Joshua his assistant, and Moses went up on the 
mountain of God. 14 He said to the elders, ‘Wait here for us until we come back to 
you. Aaron and Hur are with you, and anyone involved in a dispute can go to 
them.’ 

15 When Moses went up on the mountain, the cloud covered it, 16 and the glory of 
the Lord settled on Mount Sinai. For six days the cloud covered the mountain, 
and on the seventh day the Lord called to Moses from within the cloud. 17 To the 
Israelites the glory of the Lord looked like a consuming fire on top of the 
mountain. 18 Then Moses entered the cloud as he went on up the mountain. And 
he stayed on the mountain forty days and forty nights. 
 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God 
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Gospel: Matthew 17: 1-13  

 
1 After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, 
and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2 There he was transfigured be-
fore them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the 
light. 3 Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus. 

4 Peter said to Jesus, ‘Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up 
three shelters – one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.’ 

5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the 
cloud said, ‘This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!’ 

6 When the disciples heard this, they fell face down to the ground, terrified. 7 But 
Jesus came and touched them. ‘Get up,’ he said. ‘Don’t be afraid.’ 8 When they 
looked up, they saw no one except Jesus. 

9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, ‘Don’t tell any-
one what you have seen, until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.’ 

10 The disciples asked him, ‘Why then do the teachers of the law say that Elijah 
must come first?’ 

11 Jesus replied, ‘To be sure, Elijah comes and will restore all things. 12 But I tell you, 
Elijah has already come, and they did not recognise him, but have done to him eve-
rything they wished. In the same way the Son of Man is going to suffer at their 
hands.’ 13 Then the disciples understood that he was talking to them about John 
the Baptist. 
 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God 
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The Creed 
I believe in one God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of all 
things visible and invisible. 
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father 
before all worlds, God of God, light of light, very God of very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made: who 
for us men, and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the 
Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made man, and was crucified also for us   
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried, and the third day he rose again 
according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand 
of the Father. And he shall come again with glory to judge both the quick and the 
dead, whose kingdom shall have no end. 
 
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and giver of life, who proceedeth from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and 
glorified, who spake by the prophets. And I believe one catholick and Apostolick 
Church. I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins. And I look for the  
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Hymn 

Jesus shall reign 

5 Let ev’ry creature rise and bring 
peculiar honours to our King, 

angels descend with songs again, 
and earth repeat the loud amen. 

 

 Isaac Watts (1674-1748); CCLI Licence No. 1891688. 

 1 Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 
does his successive journeys run; 

his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
till moons shall wax and wane no more.  

 
2 People and realms of every tongue 
dwell on his love with sweetest song, 

and infant voices shall proclaim 
their early blessings on his name. 

3 Blessings abound where'er he reigns: 
the pris’ners leap to lose their chains, 

the weary find eternal rest, 
and all the humble poor are blest. 

 
4 To him shall endless prayer be made;  
and praises throng to crown his head; 

his name like incense shall arise 
with every morning sacrifice. 
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Sermon 
Matthew 17:1-13 

‘Let there be light!: The Transfiguration’ 
Joe Ammoun 

 
 

Anthem 
Lo, star-led chiefs 

 

Lo! star-led chiefs Assyrian odours bring, 
And bending Magi seek their infant King! 
Mark'd ye, where, hovering o'er His head, 

The dove's white wings celestial glory shed? 
 

Words: Reginald Heber; Music: William Crotch; CCLI Licence No. 1891688  
 

 
Prayer for the Church and the World 

 
 

Confession  
Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all things, judge of all men. 
We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, which we, from 
time to time, most grievously have committed, by thought, word, and deed, against 
thy divine majesty, provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. We 
do earnestly repent, and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings. The remem-
brance of them is grievous unto us. The burden of them is intolerable. Have mercy 
upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful Father. For thy Son our Lord Jesus 
Christ's sake, forgive us all that is past. And grant that we may ever hereafter serve 
and please thee in newness of life, to the honour and glory of thy name through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
Declaration of Forgiveness 

 
 

Comfortable Words  
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Preface 

 
Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
All: It is meet and right so to do. 
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and  
in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, Everlasting 
God. 
 
Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven,       
we laud and magnify thy glorious name. Evermore praising thee, and singing: 

 
 

Choir: Sanctus 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts 
Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory 
Glory be to Thee, O Lord most high. 

Amen. 
 

Basil Harwood; CCLI Licence No. 1891688 

 
 

Prayer of Humble Access 
We do not presume to come to this thy table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our 
own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so 
much as to gather up the crumbs under thy table. But thou art the same Lord, 
whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to 
eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that our sinful 
bodies may be made clean by his body, and our souls washed through his most 
precious blood, and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen 
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Prayer of Consecration 
 
 

Communion 
(Please be guided by the stewards) 

 
 

Communion Anthems 
 

Agnus Dei  
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 
Basil Harwood; CCLI Licence No. 1891688 

 
 

The shepherds’ farewell 
 

Thou must leave thy lowly dwelling, the humble crib, the stable bare. 
Babe, all mortal babes excelling, content our earthly lot to share. 

Loving father, Loving mother, shelter thee with tender care! 
 

Blessed Jesus, we implore thee with humble love and holy fear. 
In the land that lies before thee, forget not us who linger here! 

May the shepherd's lowly calling, ever to thy heart be dear! 
 

Blest are ye beyond all measure, thou happy father, mother mild! 
Guard ye well your heav’nly treasure, the Prince of Peace, The Holy Child! 

God go with you, God protect you, guide you safely through the wild! 
 

Hector Berlioz; CCLI Licence No. 1891688 



10 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen 

 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
 
 

Notices 
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Hymn 

In Christ alone 
 

(We take a collection during this hymn. People give In a variety of ways.   
Some may not be in a position to give. Please pass the plate on if that                                                      

is appropriate for you. If you are a taxpayer, please use one of the Gift Aid                                                
envelopes in your pew, completing  the information on the front. 

You can also give using the card reader located at the back of the church.) 

Keith Getty and Stuart Townend; CCLI Licence No. 1891688 

 
Blessing 

 
Organ Voluntary 

Entrée Ponticale op. 104 no.1 - Marco Bossi 
 
 
 

1 In Christ alone my hope is found, 
He is my light, my strength, my song; 
this Cornerstone, this solid Ground, 

firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace, 
when fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 

My Comforter, my All in All, 
here in the love of Christ I stand. 

 
2 In Christ alone! who took on flesh 

Fullness of God in helpless babe! 
This gift of love and righteousness 

Scorned by the ones he came to save: 
Till on that cross as Jesus died, 

The wrath of God was satisfied - 
For every sin on Him was laid; 

Here in the death of Christ I live. 
  

3 There in the ground His body lay 
Light of the world by darkness slain: 
Then bursting forth in glorious Day 
Up from the grave he rose again! 

And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me, 

For I am His and He is mine - 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

  
4 No guilt in life, no fear in death, 
This is the power of Christ in me; 

From life's first cry to final breath. 
Jesus commands my destiny. 

No power of hell, no scheme of man, 
Can ever pluck me from His hand; 
Till He returns or calls me home, 

Here in the power of Christ I'll stand. 
 



12 

Notices 
 
Church Supper and Guest Service – Sunday 25 January 
On Sunday 25 January there will be an informal church supper after the evening 
service. The whole church family and friends are invited. The service beforehand will 
include a talk aimed at those exploring or sceptical about Christian faith and will have 
guests particularly in mind. If you are able to bring food or wine, or be on the welcome 
team, please get in touch with Beurre/Sophie at sophie.butterfield@ssz.org.uk. 
 
An evening with Lord McColl 
On Thursday 12 February, St Simon's is hosting an evening with Lord Ian McColl, in 
conversation about Christian faith and his life as a surgeon, professor and 
parliamentarian. The evening begins at 7pm and will include an interview, audience 
Q&A, and refreshments afterwards. The event is for the congregation and friends, and 
we encourage you to invite others. There's no need to register or sign up; for questions, 
please contact Liv Jani at liv.jani@ssz.org.uk. 
 
First Aiders 
We aim to have trained First Aiders available at services and events to offer initial help 
if someone becomes unwell or injured. We are therefore looking for volunteers who 
are qualified doctors or holders of a valid first aid certificate. If this is something you 
could volunteer for, please get in touch with our administrator Gloria 
at gloria.skelsey@ssz.org.uk.  
 
Prayer pairs and triplets 
If you would be interested in regularly meeting with one or two other men or women 
to pray for one another, share honestly, and point each other to Christ, but you don't 
know who to ask or where to start, get in touch with Joe at joe.ammoun@ssz.org.uk 
(for men) or Zannie at zannie.ammoun@ssz.org.uk (for women). No one will be 'put' in 
a group, but we will help make connections between those who are interested and 
support any new pairs or triplets that then decide to start with advice on how to get 
going.  
 
 
 
 
Weekly email 
Associate Vicar Joe Ammoun sends out a weekly email letter each Wednesday with 
church family news and a short reflection. If you don't currently receive this but would 
like to, please get in touch with Gloria at gloria.skelsey@ssz.org.uk  

mailto:joe.ammoun@ssz.org.uk
mailto:zannie.ammoun@ssz.org.uk
mailto:gloria.skelsey@ssz.org.uk

