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Welcome

Hymn
Be thou my vision

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart,
Be all else but naught to me, save that thou art,
Be thou my best thought in the day and the night,
Both waking and sleeping, thy presence my light.

2 Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word
Be thou ever with me, and | with thee, Lord,
Be thou my great Father, and | thy true son,
Be thou in me dwelling, and | with thee one.

3 Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight,
Be thou my whole armour, be thou my true might,
Be thou my soul’s shelter, be thou my strong Tower,
O raise thou me heavenward, great Power of my power.

4 Riches | heed not, nor man’s empty praise,
Be thou mine inheritance, now and always,
Be thou and thou only the first in my heart,

O Sovereign of heaven, my Treasure thou art.

5 High King of heaven, thou heaven’s bright Sun,
O grant me its joys after vict'ry is won,
Great Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all.

Irish (c. 8th century); Trans. Mary Byrne (1880-1931) and Eleanor Hull (1860-1935)
CCLI Licence No. 1891688
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Sentence of Scripture
Exhortation

Confession

Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from thy ways like
lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts.
We have offended against thy holy laws. We have left undone those things which
we ought to have done, and we have done those things which we ought not to
have done, and there is no health in us. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us,
miserable offenders. Spare thou them, O God, which confess their faults. Restore
thou them that are penitent according to thy promises declared unto mankind in
Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, that we may
hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of thy holy name.
Amen.

Absolution

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power,
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Responses

O Lord, open thou our lips.

All: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.
O God, make speed to save us.

All: O Lord, make haste to help us.

Please stand

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.

All: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen.

Praise ye the Lord.

All: The Lord's name be praised.
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First reading: Proverbs 2:1-8

My son, if you accept my words
and store up my commands within you,
2turning your ear to wisdom
and applying your heart to understanding —
*indeed, if you call out for insight
and cry aloud for understanding,
*and if you look for it as for silver
and search for it as for hidden treasure,
>then you will understand the fear of the LORD
and find the knowledge of God.
® For the LORD gives wisdom;
from his mouth come knowledge and understanding.
"He holds success in store for the upright,
he is a shield to those whose way of life is blameless,
8 for he guards the course of the just
and protects the way of his faithful ones.

This is the word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God
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Second reading: Colossians 1:24-2:5

**Now | rejoice in what | am suffering for you, and | fill up in my flesh what is still lack-
ing in regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church. *°|
have become its servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word
of God in its fullness — *® the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and genera-
tions, but is now disclosed to the Lord’s people. * To them God has chosen to make
known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you,
the hope of glory.

% He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so
that we may present everyone fully mature in Christ. > To this end | strenuously con-
tend with all the energy Christ so powerfully works in me.

2 ' I want you to know how hard | am contending for you and for those at Laodicea,
and for all who have not met me personally. 2 My goal is that they may be encouraged
in heart and united in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete under-
standing, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, *in whom
are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. *1 tell you this so that no one
may deceive you by fine-sounding arguments. > For though | am absent from you in
body, | am present with you in spirit and delight to see how disciplined you are and
how firm your faith in Christ is.

This is the word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God
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The Creed

| believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ his
only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third
day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand
of God the Father Almighty. From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. |
believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholick Church, the communion of Saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Hymn
Breathe on me, breath of God
(Sunday School, Youth Group, and Creche leave during this hymn)

1 Breathe on me, Breath of God,
fill me with life anew,
that | may love what thou dost love
and do what thou wouldst do.

2 Breathe on me, Breath of God,
until my heart is pure:
until with thee | have one will
to do and to endure.

3 Breathe on me, Breath of God,
till  am wholly thine,
until this earthly part of me
glows with thy fire divine.

4 Breathe on me, Breath of God,
so | shall never die,
but live with thee the perfect life
of thine eternity.

Edwin Hatch (1835-1889). CCLI Licence No. 1891688
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Responses

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.

All: And grant us thy salvation.

O Lord, save the King.

All: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Endue thy Ministers with righteousness.

All: And make thy chosen people joyful.

O Lord, save thy people.

All: And bless thine inheritance.

Give peace in our time, O Lord.

All: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.
O God, make clean our hearts within us.

All: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

Collect for the Eighth Sunday after Trinity
O God, whose never-failing providence ordereth all things both in heaven and
earth; We humbly beseech thee to put away from us all hurtful things, and to give
us those things which be profitable for us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Morning Collects
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Intercessions

Notices
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Hymn
We have a gospel to proclaim

1 We have a gospel to proclaim,
good news for all throughout the earth;
the gospel of a Saviour's name:
we sing his glory, tell his worth.

2 Tell of his death at Calvary,
hated by those he came to save;
in lonely suff'ring on the cross:
for all he loved, his life he gave.

3 Tell of that glorious Easter morn,
empty the tomb, for he was free;
he broke the pow’r of death and hell
that we might share his victory.

4 Tell of his reign at God’s right hand,
by all creation glorified.
He sends his spirit on his Church
to live for him, the Lamb who died.

5 Now we rejoice to name him King:
Jesus is Lord of all the earth.
This gospel-message we proclaim:
we sing his glory, tell his worth.

Edward Joseph Burns (b.1938); CCLI Licence No. 1891688
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Sermon
Colossians 1:24-2:5
‘Complete in Christ: Treasure in Christ’
Joe Ammoun

10
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God is working his purpose out
We take a collection during this hymn. People give in a variety of ways.
Some may not be in a position to give. Please pass the plate on if that
is appropriate for you. If you are a taxpayer, please use one of the Gift Aid
envelopes in your pew, completing the information on the front.
You can also give using the card reader located at the back of the church.

1 God is working his purpose out
as year succeeds to year.

God is working his purpose out,
and the day is drawing near.
Nearer and nearer draws the time,
the time that shall surely be,
when the earth shall be filled
with the glory of God
as the waters cover the sea.

2 From the east to the utmost west,
wherever foot has trod,
through the mouths of his messengers
echoes forth the voice of God:
‘Listen to me, ye continents,
ye islands, give ear to me,
that the earth shall be filled
with the glory of God
as the waters cover the sea’

3 March we forth in the strength of God,
his banner is unfurled;
let the light of the gospel shine
in the darkness of the world:
strengthen the weary, heal the sick
and set ev’ry captive free,

that the earth shall be filled
with the glory of God

as the waters cover the sea.

4 All our efforts are nothing worth
unless God bless the deed;
vain our hopes for the harvest tide
till he brings to life the seed;
Yet ever nearer draws the time,
the time that shall surely be,
when the earth shall be filled
with the glory of God
as the waters cover the sea.

Arthur Campbell Ainger (1841-1919) adapted by Michael Forster (b.1946)
CCLI Licence No. 1891688

Blessing

Organ Voluntary
Fugue in D (BWV 532) - J.S. Bach
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Notices

‘Hard Questions’ course: Summer 2026

Ever wanted answers to questions like: How do we know the Bible is reliable? Hasn’t science
disproved Christianity? Why does God allow suffering? Well now’s your opportunity! Our ‘Hard
Questions’ summer course is scheduled to meet at St Simon’s from 7.30 to 9.00 pm on Wednesday
evenings in July and September. The next session is July 29. Full details are available at https://
tinyurl.com/4xw77rby, from the back of church or from Ed Rose: edward.rose@cpt.eurofinseu.com

Joining a Home Group in September 2026

At St Simon's, we want everyone to be growing in joy and confidence as a follower of Christ. One
great way of doing that is to meet regularly with a small group of others in a Home Group. Our Home
Groups meet on different evenings throughout the week, in people’s homes or in church. All of them
gather to read the Bible and explore its implications for everyday life, and to pray, care for and
encourage each other. If you're not currently in a group but would be interested in knowing more,
please speak with Joe or get in touch with him at joe.ammoun@ssz.org.uk.

Organ rededication recital - Saturday 5 September, 6pm

On Saturday 5 September our morning service Director of Music, Daniel Phillips, will be giving a
rededication recital on our soon to be restored organ. We will have the opportunity to give thanks to
God for the organ's renewal and for those who have enabled it. Light refreshments will be served
after the recital. The e-poster for the event can be found https://tinyurl.com/2m7b47na.

Save the date: George Walker Licensing and Admission - Tuesday 8 September, 7pm
George Walker will be licensed and admitted to the office of Licensed Lay Minister (Lay Reader) for St
Simon's on the evening of Tuesday 8 September at a location TBC. A Licensed Lay Reader supports
the ministry of the clergy by taking services, preaching, and serving the church in other pastoral and
ministerial capacities.

St Simon Zelotes Breeze Translate
To read a translation of this service, please visit
https://ssz.breezetranslate.com or scan the QR code.

Weekly email — Associate Vicar Joe Ammoun sends out a weekly email letter each
Wednesday with church family news and a short reflection. If you don't currently receive
this but would like to, please get in touch with Gloria at gloria.skelsey@ssz.org.uk.
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