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Welcome 

Hymn 
Christ, whose glory fills the skies

(Children in Year 6 and under leave for Sunday School and Crèche during this hymn)
 

1 Christ, whose glory fills the skies, 
Christ, the true, the only light,

Sun of Righteousness arise,
triumph o’er the shades of night;
Dayspring from on high, be near;

Daystar, in my heart appear.  

2 Dark and cheerless is the morn
unaccompanied by thee;
joyless is the day’s return,

till thy mercy’s beams I see,
till they inward light impart,

glad my eyes, and warm my heart.
 

3 Visit then this soul of mine,
pierce the gloom of sin and grief;

fill me, radiancy divine,
scatter all my unbelief;

more and more thyself display,
shining to the perfect day.

Charles Wesley (1707-1788) CCLI Licence No. 1891688

Sentence of Scripture 

Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts be open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy 
holy name, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Summary of the Commandments with Response 

Choir: Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy, 
All: Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy. 

Choir: Christ have mercy, Christ have mercy, 
All: Christ have mercy, Christ have mercy. 
Choir: Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy, 
All: Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy. 

James MacMillan; CCLI Licence No. 1891688 

Collect for the Twentieth Sunday after Trinity 
O Almighty and most merciful God, of thy bountiful goodness keep us, we 
beseech thee, from all things that may hurt us; that we, being ready both in 
body and soul, may cheerfully accomplish those things that thou wouldest 
have done; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Epistle: 2 Corinthians 4:1-6 

1 Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose 
heart. 2 Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use 
deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting 
forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to everyone’s conscience in the 
sight of God. 3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are 
perishing. 4 The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that 
they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is 
the image of God. 5 For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as 
Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake.  6 For God, who said, ‘Let 
light shine out of darkness,’ made his light shine in our hearts to give us the 
light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ.

This is the word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God 
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Gospel: John 9:13-25
13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14 Now the day 
on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. 
15 Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. ‘He 
put mud on my eyes,’ the man replied, ‘and I washed, and now I see.’

16 Some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man is not from God, for he does not keep 
the Sabbath.’

But others asked, ‘How can a sinner perform such signs?’ So they were 
divided.

17 Then they turned again to the blind man, ‘What have you to say about him? 
It was your eyes he opened.’

The man replied, ‘He is a prophet.’

18 They still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight 
until they sent for the man’s parents. 19 ‘Is this your son?’ they asked. ‘Is this 
the one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?’

20 ‘We know he is our son,’ the parents answered, ‘and we know he was born 
blind. 21 But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don’t know. Ask 
him. He is of age; he will speak for himself.’ 22 His parents said this because 
they were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who already had decided that anyone 
who acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah would be put out of the 
synagogue. 23 That was why his parents said, ‘He is of age; ask him.’

24 A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. ‘Give glory to 
God by telling the truth,’ they said. ‘We know this man is a sinner.’

25 He replied, ‘Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do 
know. I was blind but now I see!’

This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God
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The Creed 
I believe in one God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of all 
things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father 
before all worlds, God of God, light of light, very God of very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made: who 
for us men, and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate by 
the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made man, and was crucified also for us 
  under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried, and the third day he rose again 
according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of the Father. And he shall come again with glory to judge both the quick and 
the dead, whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and giver of life, who proceedeth from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and 
glorified, who spake by the prophets. And I believe one catholick and Apostolick 
Church. I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins. And I look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Hymn 
Be thou my vision

(Youth leave for their group after this hymn)

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart,
Be all else but naught to me, save that thou art,

Be thou my best thought in the day and the night,
Both waking and sleeping, thy presence my light.

2 Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word
Be thou ever with me, and I with thee, Lord,
Be thou my great Father, and I thy true son,
Be thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.

3 Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight,
Be thou my whole armour, be thou my true might,
Be thou my soul’s shelter, be thou my strong Tower,

O raise thou me heavenward, great Power of my power.

4 Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise,
Be thou mine inheritance, now and always,
Be thou and thou only the first in my heart,

O Sovereign of heaven, my Treasure thou art.

5 High King of heaven, thou heaven’s bright Sun, 
O grant me its joys after vict’ry is won,

Great Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all.

 
Irish (c. 8th century); Trans. Mary Byrne (1880-1931) and Eleanor Hull (1860-1935). CCLI Licence 

No. 1891688

Sermon 
John 9:1-41

‘Follow the Signs: The man born blind’ 
Mike Neville 
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Anthem 
O for a closer walk with God

O for a closer walk with God,
A calm and heavenly frame;

A light to shine upon the road
That leads me to the Lamb!

Return, O holy dove, return,
Sweet messenger of rest;

I hate the sins that made thee mourn,
And drove thee from my breast.

So shall my walk be close with God,
Calm and serene my frame;

So purer light shall mark the road
That leads me to the Lamb.

Words: William Cowper. Charles V. Stanford. CCLI Licence No. 1891688.

Prayer for the Church and the World  

Confession 
Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all things, judge of all men. We 
acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, which we, from time to 
time, most grievously have committed, by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine 
majesty, provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. We do earnestly 
repent, and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings. The remembrance of them is 
grievous unto us. The burden of them is intolerable. Have mercy upon us, have mercy 
upon us, most merciful Father. For thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, forgive us all 
that is past. And grant that we may ever hereafter serve and please thee in newness of 
life, to the honour and glory of thy name through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Declaration of Forgiveness 

Comfortable Words 
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Preface 

Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
All: It is meet and right so to do. 
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and 
in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, Everlasting God. 
  
Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven,       
we laud and magnify thy glorious name. Evermore praising thee, and singing: 

Choir: Sanctus 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts 
Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory 
Glory be to Thee, O Lord most high. 

Amen. 

Harold Darke. CCLI Licence No. 1891688 

Prayer of Humble Access 
We do not presume to come to this thy table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much 
as to gather up the crumbs under thy table. But thou art the same Lord, whose 
property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the 
flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies 
may be made clean by his body, and our souls washed through his most precious 
blood, and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 

Prayer of Consecration 

Communion 
(Please be guided by the stewards) 
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Communion Anthems 

Agnus Dei 

O Lamb of God that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  
O Lamb of God that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  
O Lamb of God that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace.   

Harold Darke. CCLI Licence No. 1891688. 

Lord, we beseech thee 

Lord, we beseech thee, give ear unto our prayers;  
And by thy gracious visitation lighten the darkness of our hearts, 

By our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Adrian Batten. CCLI Licence No. 1891688. 

Locus iste 

Holy temple of God the Father;
A holy place and set apart by God,

Righteousness within its gates.

Anton Bruckner. CCLI Licence No. 1891688.

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Post Communion Prayer 

Notices 
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Hymn 
And can it be

(We take a collection during this hymn. People give In a variety of ways.   
Some may not be in a position to give. Please pass the plate on if that is appropriate for you. If 

you are a taxpayer, please use one of the Gift Aid envelopes in your pew, completing  the 
information on the front. You can also give using the card reader located at the back of the 

church.) 

1 And can it be that I should gain
an in’trest in the Saviour’s blood?

Died he for me, who caused his pain?
for me, who him to death pursued?

Amazing love! How can it be
that thou, my God, shoudst die for me?

Amazing love! How can it be 
that thou, my God, shouldst die for me?

2 He left his Father’s throne above
so free, so infinite his grace

emptied himself of all but love,
and bled for Adam’s helpless race;
‘tis mercy all, immense and free;
for, O my God, it found out me.

3 Long my imprisoned spirit lay
fast bound in sin and nature’s night;
thine eye diffused a quick’ning ray,

I woke, the dungeon flamed with light;
my chains fell off, my heart was free;
I rose, went forth, and followed thee.
my chains fell off, my heart was free;
I rose, went forth, and followed thee.

 4 No condemnation now I dread;
Jesus, and all in him, is mine!
Alive in him, my living Head,

and clothed in righteousness divine,
bold I approach the eternal throne,

and claim the crown, through Christ my own.
bold I approach the eternal throne,

and claim the crown, through Christ my own.
 

Charles Wesley (1707-1788). CCLI Licence No. 1891688.

 10



Blessing 

Organ Voluntary
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Notices 

St Simon’s Job opportunity: Assistant to the St Simon’s Administrator
The above part-time role (6 hours per week on a Friday) has become available at St Simon's and we are 
seeking suitably qualified applicants who would like to apply. To see a job description and find out how to 
apply, please visit https://bit.ly/4yD1btj. This role is subject to safer recruitment practises. Applicants must 
have the right to work in the UK at the time of application, as we are notable to provide visa sponsorship for 
this position. The deadline for applications is 30 October 2026. We reserve the right to interview and appoint 
a suitable candidate before the closing date and to extend the closing date if a suitable candidate is not 
found. 

Remembrance Sunday Service - Sunday 8 November 10.45am
On Remembrance Sunday we have a special service to remember those who gave their lives, and to reflect 
on the tragedy of war. Please note that the service starts at the later time of 10.45am.

Farewell to Mike and Liz Neville
We will be holding leaving drinks for Mike and Liz at St Simon's on the evening of Friday 6 November, 7-
10pm. To RSVP, please email Sophie/Beurre at sophie.butterfield@ssz.org.uk.

Mike and Liz's last Sunday  
Mike and Liz's last Sunday will be Sunday 15 November. There will be a Farewell Service at 10am and a 
church supper after the evening service.

Organ rededication recital - Saturday 14 November, 6pm
On Saturday 14 November our morning service Director of Music, Daniel Phillips, will be giving a rededication 
recital on our soon to be restored organ. We will have the opportunity to give thanks to God for the organ's 
renewal and for those who have enabled it. Light refreshments will be served after the recital.

Women's Breakfast, Saturday 21 November, 10-11.30am
We warmly invite women from both the morning and evening congregations to join us for our next women's 
breakfast being held on Saturday 21 November in the church building. breakfast will be followed by a short 
talk and there will also be space to chat and reflect together on what we hear. Babes in arms are very 
welcome but unfortunately we're not able to provide childcare. For more information, to let us know if 
you're coming, or if you're able to bring food, please contact Zannie at zannie.ammoun@ssz.org.uk. 

Suffering Wisely and Well Seminar Recording
To listen to Dr Eric Ortlund’s talks on Suffering wisely and well, and the question and answer sessions, please 
scan the QR code below (the one with the box in the middle). The recording begins properly around 2 
minutes in, and the first talk begins 9 minutes in. 

To read a translation of this service, please visit 
https://ssz.breezetranslate.com or scan the QR code

to the right.

12
Weekly email — Associate Vicar Joe Ammoun sends out a weekly email letter each Wednesday 
with church family news and a short reflection. If you don't currently receive this but would like 
to, please get in touch with Gloria at gloria.skelsey@ssz.org.uk.

https://bit.ly/4yD1btj
mailto:sophie.butterfield@ssz.org.uk
mailto:zannie.ammoun@ssz.org.uk
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